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Where light shines!
Matthew 5:16

SEND Information report in response to the Walsall Local Offer

At Cooper and Jordan, we believe that ‘every child matters to God’. Our mission statement includes our desire that ‘through our Christian ethos, we hope all children will learn to shine as part of our community. ‘Together we care and support, explore and celebrate, believe and achieve as we shine in God’s light!’
We are fully committed to inclusive education and our response to the local offer and ordinarily available provision document reflects this. We are dedicated to ensure that every member of our school community has an equal opportunity to fulfil their potential. We know some children will need greater and more specific help to do this, so we endeavour to provide support so that everyone can shine in our school community.

	What kinds of Special Educational Needs do we make provision for?  What type of provision do we have and how do we know it works?

	In our school we make provision for pupils who have any of the needs in the table below.  We know that some pupils will have difficulties in more than one of these areas and we will always do our best to meet their needs. The support in this table acts as a guide but the things we do may vary and actual support will be based on the specific needs of each pupil and any advice we may receive from professionals.
All children in school have support within lessons through adaptive quality first teaching strategies.  This means that activities are planned according to the level the child or young person is working at.  This can include a variety of adaptations including changes to the physical environment, changes to teaching styles and resources as well as levels of adult support.  We have a dedicated teaching space for small group, 1:1 and multi sensory work.
	
Areas of need

	Examples of support available in our school
	How we check it is working.

	Cognition and Learning
Children and young people who find learning, thinking and understanding harder than most other pupils. 
Some of the things children and young people with these difficulties might find difficult are:
· Take longer to learn important skills
· Find it difficult to remember things such as the  important words for reading and times tables
· Find it hard to understand how to use letter sounds to read and spell words
· May need more time to think about their answers
	
· Teachers adapt what they are teaching or the way they teach to help the child or young people learn more with the rest of the class
· Extra support can be given in a small group by an adult to help the child or young person learn the things they are finding difficult
· Extra support can be given to the child or young person by an adult for short time during the day to support them learn skills
· Individual targets set to help show what the child or young person needs help with
· Access to specialist support from a teacher or other professional
· Pre tutoring of new vocabulary or topics 
· Use of evidenced based interventions such as Toe by Toe, Black Sheep Press material , SNIP, NESSY, Dynamo Maths and Plus 1 at maths.
· Use of a task board to break down tasks into smaller chunks.
· Use of visual prompts as reminders.
	
· Talk to parents
· Talk to the child or young person
· Look at the targets set to see if the child or young person has achieved them
· Talk to adults who have worked with the child or young person
· Use the school tracking system and assessments to see how much progress the child or young person has made
· Have meetings with other staff in school to talk about how the child or young person is learning
· Ask for other professionals to work with the child or young person to check the progress being made
· Each term, discussions with senior staff about the progress of all children

	Communication and Interaction

Children and young people who can find it difficult to interact with the people and world around them.

Some of the things children and young people with these difficulties might find difficult are:

· Talking to other adults and or children and young people, especially when in a group
· Talking about a topic they haven’t chosen to talk about
· Making friends or keep friend for a long time
· Following rules made by someone else
· Dealing with changes in the way they usually do things
· Dealing with noises, smells or other sensations around them
· Saying the things they are thinking
· Understand what other people mean when they are talking


	
· Teachers change what they are teaching they are teaching  or the way to help the child or young people learn more with the rest of the class
· Use support programmes especially made to help the child or young person to build communication and interaction skills (for example social use of language groups- Socially Speaking/Lego Therapy)
· Use things in the classroom to help the child or young person understand or deal with things that are happening (for example visual timetables, task boards, social stories)
· Get advice from professionals and specialist staff trained in school to give advice to adults working with the child or young people
· Use of good role models to support interaction
· Friendship circles or buddies to support during playtimes, use of Circle of Friends, ‘Time to Talk and ‘Socially Speaking’, Lego Therapy.
· Identify an adult to offer support
· Use social stories
· Now and Next boards to share routines


	
· Talk to parents
· Observations of the child or young person to see if they are communicating or interacting differently 
· Look at the targets set to see if the child or young person has achieved them
· Talk to adults who have worked with the child or young person
· Talk to the child or young person
· Use emotions cards and prompts


	Social, emotional and mental health difficulties

Children and young people who find it difficult to manage their emotions and behaviour in a way that affects their daily life.

Some of the things children and young people with these difficulties might find difficult are:

· Following rules set by others
· Sitting still for very long
· Listening to and follow instructions
· Understanding how they are feeling
· Making friends 
· Dealing with their difficulties in a way that does not cause harm to themselves or others
· Taking responsibility for the things they do

	
· Get advice from professionals and specialist staff trained in school to give advice to adults working with the child or young people
· Extra support can be given in a small group by an adult to help the child learn about how to help themselves 
· Use of simplified language in lessons.
· Use of Task Boards and check ins throughout the lesson.
· Extra support can be given to the child or young person by an adult for a short time during the day to let them talk about the things that upset them
· Individual targets set to help show what the child or young person needs help with
· Personalised social stories to support with appropriate behaviours and responses
· Access to the Pupil Support Worker
· Reward /motivational charts
· Access Education mental Health support worker (Reflexions under CAMHS)
· ELSA
· Access to lunchtime clubs
· Meet and Greet sessions
· Grounding Cards
· Access to a calming space
	
· Talk to parents
· Observations of the child or young person to see if they are coping better in school.
· Talk to adults who have worked with the child or young person
· Talk to the child or young person
· Use of emotions cards and prompts



	Sensory and/or physical needs

Children and young people who have a disability that may make it difficult for them to manage their everyday life without changed or support

This may be because of hearing or visual difficulties, physical disabilities or other medical needs.

Some of the things children and young people with these difficulties might find difficult are:

· Hearing what others in the classroom or school setting are saying
· Reading words on books, worksheets or whiteboards that are not made bigger or changed to help them
· Moving around without the aid of a walking aid or wheelchair
· Using pencils, scissors, knives and forks and other things that we need to use without changes or support
· Taking medication without adults helping them
	
· Professional advice from specialist staff 
· Sensory Rest Breaks/Movement Breaks in the classroom
· Sensory Circuits 
· Nurture Space
· Ear Defenders
· Timetabled support for regular physiotherapy sessions if advised by professionals
· Support from outreach services such as the Hearing or Visual impairment or Physical Disability  Teams, Occupational Therapy
· Specialist equipment
· Multi sensory activities to support fine and gross motor development.
· Adaptations to the school environment where possible
· Sound ear loop systems in some classes
· Changes made to materials and resources  presented to children
· Reward charts for positive praise and developing independence
· Personal Care Facility
· Support and guidance from Occupational Therapy

	
· Talk to the child or young person Talk to parents
· Monitoring that the child or young person has full access to a broad and varied curriculum
· Observations of the child or young person within the school environment
· Discussion with professionals regarding the management plan.
· Talk to adults who have worked with the child or young person







How do we identify and assess Special Educational Needs?

	When pupils have an identified special educational need or disability before they join our school, we work closely with the people who already know them and use this information to identify possible barriers to their learning.
If a parent or a teacher feels that a child has special educational needs we will discuss with all parties and use a variety of different ways to assess whether this is the case. Some of these ways include:
· Observations and Pupil Studies
· Information from parents and carers
· School based test results
· Information from the child or young person
· Identify any support which is different from or additional to peers
· Specialised assessments carried out by members of the school’s support services
· Information from previous schools or settings
· Results from end of key stage assessments
· Discussions with adults who work with the child or young person
· Achievements against Early Learning Goals in Nursery and Reception
Once a child or young person is identified as having a special educational need, a graduated approach to support is taken.  The child or young person’s needs will first be assessed, then support will be planned, carried out and then reviewed.  At the review any necessary changes will be made.


	How does the school know how much progress is being made by pupils with Special Educational Needs?

	All children’s progress, including those children or young people with special educational needs, is tracked using the school’s assessment tracking system.  Pupils are assessed regularly using teacher marking, observations and questioning as well as more formal assessments such as curriculum tests and standardised tests.  In addition, for children or young people with special educational needs we also set individual targets that are reviewed with all stakeholders three times each year.  This helps the school to monitor how well interventions are working.  The progress each child is making is discussed at pupil progress meetings with the class teacher, head teacher or, deputy head teacher and other senior staff.


	What extra-curricular activities can a pupil with Special Educational Needs access at school?

	All children have access to our extra-curricular activities (see link on website). Where appropriate and possible, adjustments will be made to ensure all children and young people with special educational needs are fully included in these activities.
 In addition our school provides additional extra-curricular activities for children and young people with special educational needs when needed.  These may include after school sports clubs, Reading Clubs, Lunchtime Games Club and Church worker support at lunchtime in the prayer garden.



	Does the school have a Special Educational Needs co-ordinator?  If so who are they and how can someone get in touch with them?

	Our school has a SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS co-ordinator, we usually call her the SENCo.  
Her name is Emma Riley.   
If you would like to talk to her then you can ring the school office of pop into school.
The best way to contact our SENCo is by calling 01922 743765  or by email  eriley@cooperjordan.walsall.sch.uk
The best time to contact our SENCo is Monday to Friday. If you leave a message she will get back to you as soon as possible.


	What training do the staff in school have in relation to pupils with Special Educational Needs?  

	In our school we believe that all staff should be involved in supporting pupils with special educational needs so we make sure that staff have training to help them do this.  
Some staff members are trained in basic Makaton, Autism awareness, Friends for Life (Cognitive Behaviour Therapy), Attachment and Trauma, ELSA, Wellcomm, Talk Boost, Schema Play, Attention Autism and Bucket Therapy. Staff have also received training on Inclusive Attendance. Staff support from experts in the field is readily available.
School is working closely with other schools in the local authority as part of a cluster, sharing best practice.












	How does the school get more specialist help for pupils if they need it?  

	In our school if we feel a pupil needs more specialist help we can work with the following people to get this. 
	Agency or Service
	Who they work with
	How school can get in touch with them

	Educational Psychology Service (EPS)
	Children or young people with complex needs.
An Educational Psychologist will always be involved with a child or young person who is referred for an Education, Health and Care Plan.
	School have an allocated worker who they will contact after a parent or carer signs a referral form



	Hearing and Visual Impairment Team
	Children with visual and hearing impairments. Support for children and staff in the school environment.
	Service referral form or via consultants.

	Speech and Language Therapy Service (SALT)
	Children or young people who have speech and language difficulties.
	School can complete a referral form which parents or carers sign.  

	Child Adolescent Mental Health Service
(CAMHs)
	Children with a high level of emotional well being difficulties.
	School can advise parents to share concerns with their GP.

	Education Mental Health Practitioner
	Children who are experiencing mental health difficulties 
	School have an allocated worker who undertakes regular visits.

	SEN Advisory Support Service
	Work with schools to signpost to other services.
	Initial contact by school email.

	Occupational Therapy
Physio Therapy
	Children or young people with physical difficulties that require regular exercise. 
	Pupils are usually referred by medical professionals but can be referred directly by school

	School Health Nurse

Positive Steps (CAMHS)

Reflexions 





	Children or young people with medical needs particularly where medication is needed.

Children who are experiencing mental health difficulties can also be referred to Tier 1 Positive Steps at CAMHS
	By referral system

	North Star Inclusion Service
	Children, parents and teachers to identify learning needs.
	By school referral and school planning meetings.




	

	

	How are pupils with Special Educational Needs involved in their own education?

	We aim to involve all children in our school in the evaluations and implementation of their own education.   For children and young people with Special Educational Needs we use a variety of strategies to support this including:
· Person Centred Reviews
· Child or young person’s target review meetings
· Involve child or young person in setting their own targets and sharing their own views
· Self-assessment at the beginning and end of learning 
· Having a range of practical equipment available for the child or young person to choose to use, such as task boards, word and desk prompts
· Ensuring the child or young person works with a range of different partners 
· Ensuring the child or young person has a designated adult to go to if they need help
· Pupil conferencing
· Membership of the school council
· Pupil Passports
· Medical alert cards
· Communication cards
· Visual timetables
· Prompt cards to promote independence
· Learning breaks


	If a parent of a child with Special Educational Needs has a complaint about the school, how does the governing body (or proprietor) deal with the complaint? 

	If you have a complaint about the school please contact the Head Teacher Mr Ingles or the Chair of Governors Mrs Grundy and we will do everything we can to fix the issue.  Our school and governing body take complaints seriously and will act upon these on an individual basis. 


	How does the governing body (or proprietor) involve other people in meeting the needs of pupils with Special Educational Needs including support for their families?

	In our school we have a governor who is responsible for special educational needs.  Her name is Mrs J Turner.
Their job is to meet with the SENCO regularly.  In these meetings the SEN governor makes sure  children, young people and families are being supported by the right services from in and outside of school.  The SEN Governor will also visit the school, observe what happens in classrooms and meet with class teachers, support staff and children and young people.
In addition the Head teacher and SENCO have to give a report to the SEN governor twice a year.  The SEN Governor shares this report with the other governors so that the whole governing body is aware of how special educational needs are being supported in the school and how well this support is working. The governors will challenge, support and advise the head teacher if appropriate provision isn’t being made.


	Who are the support services that can help parents with pupils who have Special Educational Needs?

		Agency
	How they support parents
	How to contact them

	Autism West Midlands
	Provide advice and support for parents of children with Autism
	Regent Court, George Road, Edgbaston B15 1NU
0121 450 7582

	Walsall Inclusion Team

	Work with parents of children who have an Education Health Care Plan
	sen@walsall.gov.uk

	Parent and Pupil Support Worker
	Information, signposting and short term support. 
	  Mrs Wendy Methley
Cooper and Jordan School
01922 743765

	Family Information Service


SENDIASS
	A free, impartial service that gives advice and up-to-date information on a variety of things that affect families in Walsall.


	walsallfis@walsall.gov.uk
 01922 653383

Walsallsendiass@family-action.org.uk
01922 612008




	How do the school support pupils with Special Educational Needs through transition?

	We aim to make times of transition as easy as possible for the children and young people in our school. 
When starting at our school we:
· Meet with the child or young person and their parents to talk about their needs and answer any questions about our school
· Meet with staff at the child or young person’s previous school or setting and or home
· Provide the child or young person with a transition book that has photographs of the key staff and areas around school
· Read reports from people who have worked with the child or young person
· Arrange visits to our school so the child or young person gets to see it before they start properly
· Give any adults working with the child or young person a one page profile or pupil passport describing the things that help  to support them in school
When moving to a new year group we:
· Introduce the child or young person to their new teacher individually
· Provide the child or young person with an updated transition book that has photographs of the key staff and areas around school to look at during the school holidays.
· Talk to the child or young person and their family so we can answer any questions they may have about the new year group
· Give any adults working with the child or young person a one page profile/SEN information sheet describing the things that help to support them in school
When moving to a new school we:
· Hold a person centred review and invite key staff from the new school
· Talk to key staff at the new school about things that help the child or young person to learn well and be happy at school
· Arrange extra visits to the new school with a member of staff from our school if that is what the child or young person wants
· Talk to the child or young person and their family so we can answer any questions they may have about the new school


	How can parents find the Walsall Local Authority’s local offer?
The Walsall Local Authority’s Local Offer can be found at: www.mywalsall.org






Staff Responsible 	 Mrs Riley (SENCO)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Next Review   September 2027



























image1.png
.&__wm




image2.png




